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AIR FORCE MUSEUM
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THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM CAME INTO EXISTENCE ON 08 APR 1967. SARDAR SWARAN SINGH, THE
THEN DEFENCE MINISTER OF INDIA, INAUGURATED THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM IN THE PRESENCE OF AIR

CHIEF MARSHAL ARJAN SINGH DFC, THE THEN CHIEF OF AIR STAFF.

IAF MUSEUM HAS A COLLECTION OF AEROPLANE & ARMOURY DEPICTING THE HISTORY OF THE
INDIAN AIR FORCE & HAS A VAST COLLECTION OF ARTIFACTS ON DISPLAY HAVING HISTORICAL,
EDUCATIONAL AND TRADITIONAL VALUES. ON EITHER SIDE OF THE ENTRANCE, A GNAT FIGHTER AIRCRAFT
AND A SAM-II (SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE) WELCOMES THE VISITORS TO THE MUSEUM.
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A WAR MEMORIAL IS SITUATED WITHIN THE
MUSEUM PREMISES. THIS WAS CONSTRUCTED IN
HONOUR OF THOSE IAF FALLEN HEROS WHO HAD
LAID DOWN THEIR LIVES IN DEFENCE OF THE
MOTHERLAND. THIS WAS DEDICATED TO THE IAF
BY THE THEN CHIEF OF AIR STAFF, AIR CHIEF
MARSHAL SK SAREEN PVSM, AVSM, VM, ADC ON 06
OCT 1997,

ON THE WAR MEMORIAL IS ENGRAVED, IN
GOLDEN LETTERS, THE NAMES OF THE FALLEN
HEROS OF WORLD WAR II, 1947 WAR, 1965 WAR,
1971 WAR, OP MEGHDOOT AND KARGIL WAR. THIS
MEMORIAL EPITOMIZES THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE
MADE BY OUR AIR WARRIORS, IN THE SERVICE OF
THE NATION.
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MARSHAL OF AIR FORCE
ARJAN SINGH (S

_ \

RJAN SINGH CORNER

AF MUSEUM HAS DESIGNATED CORNER INSIDE
HEROES AND VALOUR GALLERY DEDICATED TOWARDS
THE MARSHAL OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE ARJAN
SINGH, DFC, WHICH ACCOMMODATES HIS UNIFORMS,
MEMENTOS, PHOTOS, PERSONAL BELONGINGS ETC.
MARSHAL OF THE AIR FORCE ARJAN SINGH DFC,
KNOWN FOR HIS PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE,
LEADERSHIP AND STRATEGIC VISION, IS A COLOSSUS
IN THE IAF. HE WAS CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF WHEN
THE IAF SAW ACTION IN ITS FIRST COMBAT OF THE
MODERN AGE IN 1965

ARJAN SINGH WAS BORN ON 15 APRIL 1919, AND
ON 01 AUGUST 1964, ARJTAN SINGH TOOK OVER AS THE
CHIEF OF THE AIR STAFF IN THE RANK OF AIR
MARSHAL, WHICH BECAME THE PINNACLE OF HIS
CAREER. ARJAN SINGH WAS THE FIRST AIR CHIEF WHO
KEPT HIS FLYING CATEGORY TILL HIS CAS RANK AND
RETIRED FROM THE INDIAN AIRFORCE IN 1969. HE WAS
THE FIRST CHIEF OF AIR STAFF TO BE PROMOTED TO
THE RANK OF AIR CHIEF MARSHAL.
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LEGENDS CORNER

LOCATED 1INSIDE THE
"HEROES & VALOUR" GALLERY,
IS A CORNER DEDICATED TO
THE LEGENDS AND PIONEERS OF
THE INDIAN AIR FORCE. HERE
ONE CAN COME TO KNOW
ABOUT THE LIFE AND CAREER
OF PEOPLE LIKE LT INDRA LAL
ROY DFC, LT HS MALIK, WG CDR
KK MAJUMDAR DFC & BAR,
MARSHAL OF THE IAF ARJAN
SINGH DFC, AIR COMMODORE
MEHAR SINGH DSO, AVM
HARJINDER SINGH PVSM MBE,
AIR MSHL SUBROTO MUKHERJEE
OBE, W6 CDR RAKESH SHARMA
AC AND AIR CHIEF MARSHAL PC
LAL DFC.
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IN 1984, SHARMA BECAME THE FIRST INDIAN
CITIZEN TO ENTER SPACE WHEN HE FLEW ABOARD
THE SOVIET ROCKET SOYUZ T-11, LAUNCHED FROM
BAIKONUR COSMODROME IN THE KAZAKH SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC ON 3 APRIL 1984.

THE SOYUZ T-11 SPACECRAFT CARRYING
COSMONAUTS, INCLUDING SHARMA, DOCKED AND
TRANSFERRED THE THREE MEMBER SOVIET-INDIAN
INTERNATIONAL CREW. SHARMA SPENT 7 DAYS, 21
HOURS, AND 40 MINUTES ABOARD THE SALYUT 7
DURING WHICH HIS TEAM CONDUCTED SCIENTIFIC
AND TECHNICAL STUDIES WHICH INCLUDED
FORTY-THREE EXPERIMENTAL SESSIONS.

HE IS THE ONLY INDIAN CITIZEN TO TRAVEL
IN SPACE. THE UNIFORM WORN BY THE COSMONAUT
SQUADRON LEADER RAKESH SHARMA DURING HIS
SPACE MISSION, ALONG WITH THE MODEL OF sOYUZ
T-11, ARE DISPLAYED AT THE MUSEUM.
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UNITS CORNER
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ONE SECTION OF THE "HEROES & VALOUR" GALLERY IS DEDICATED TO THE VARIOUS COMMANDS AND
UNITS OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE. ON DISPLAY ARE THE FLAGS OF THE IAF AND ITS SEVEN COMMANDS,
ALONG WITH THE CHRONOLOGY OF SETTING UP OF THESE COMMANDS. THIS SECTION ALSO DISPLAYS
BRIEF HISTORY OF VARIOUS FIGHTER SQUADRONS, HELICOPTER SQUADRONS, TRANSPORT SQUADRONS,
MISSILE SQUADRONS AND OTHER COMBAT UNITS OF THE IAF ALONG WITH THE EARLIER & PRESENT
AIRCRAFT AND EQUIPMENT BEING OPERATED BY THESE UNITS.
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A LARGE GALLERY INSIDE THE AF MUSEUM IS DEDICATED TO THE VARIOUS ARMS AND EQUIPMENT
USED BY THE INDIAN AIR FORCE OVER THE YEARS. A VAST COLLECTION OF VINTAGE & MODERN ARMS &
AMMUNITION ARE ON DISPLAY INSIDE THE GALLEY, INCLUDING A COLLECTION OF SWORDS, SMALL ARMS,
RIFLES & AIRCRAFTS AMMUNITION LIKE, CARTRIDGES, MISSILES, BOMBS & ROCKETS. THE GALLERY ALSO
HAS ON DISPLAY VINTAGE EQUIPMENTS LIKE CAMERA, COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENTS, AIRCRAFT
EJECTION SEATS, CONTROL STICK OF MIG-23 AIRCRAFT AND A RADAR CONTROL SCOPE.
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CUT MODEL OF MI-8 HELICOPTER ENGINE

A CUTOUT MODEL OF MI-8 HELICOPTER ENGINE IS ON DISPLAY AT THE GALLERY OF MUSEUM TO GIVE
AN IDEA TO THE VISITORS ABOUT THE COMPLEXITIES OF AN AERO ENGINE. IT GIVES A FAIR IDEA TO THE
VISITORS AS TO HOW A AERO ENGINE WORKS AND HOW IT POWERS THE MIGHTY AIRCRAFT
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GNAT COCKPIT
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DISPLAYED INSIDE THE GALLERY IS A GNAT COCKPIT
CUTOUT. THIS COCKPIT GIVES AN IDEA TO THE VISITORS OF
HOW RESTRICTED A SPACE IS THERE INSIDE A FIGHTER
COCKPIT. IT ALSO GIVES VISITORS AN INSIGHT INTO THE
LOOK AND FEEL OF A FIGHTER COCKPIT AND HOW A FIGHTER
PILOT OPERATES WHILE FLYING.




AF MUSEUM HAS A GALLERY IN HONOUR OF
LATE AIR CMDE MEHAR SINGH DSO MVC.HE WAS A
FIGHTER PILOT IN THE INDIAN AIR FORCE,
AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS BABA MEHAR SINGH OR
MEHAR BABA.

IAF RECENTLY HELD A COMPETITION IN HIS
NAME TO ENCOURAGE MAKE IN INDIA PHILOSOPHY.
THIS GALLERY DISPLAYS VARIOUS MINIATURE
MODELS OF DRONES PRESENTED BY FIVE FIRMS WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE MEHAR BABA SWARM DRONE
COMPETITION, ALONG WITH THE BUST OF (LATE)
AIR CMDE MEHAR SINGH DSO MVC.
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THE FIRST MI-4 HELICOPTERS WERE INDUCTED IN THE EARLY 60s, JUST BEFORE THE INDIA CHINA
WAR. THE MI-4 EQUIPPED OVER SIX HELICOPTER UNITS AND WERE THE MAINSTAY OF THE MEDIUM LIFT
HELI FORCE TILL THE INDUCTION OF THE MI-8 IN 1971. THE MI-4 PLAYED A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE IN
THE BANGLADESH LIBERATION WAR OF 1971. THE MI-4 WAS THE WORKHORSE OF THE INDIAN AIR FORCE,
COVERING THE MEDIUM LIFT ROLE AT THAT TIME. A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL HELI-BORNE OPERATION, THE
MEGHNA HELI BRIDGE, USING MI-4s HELPED THE INDIAN ARMY'S 57 MOUNTAIN DIVISION CLEAR THE
MEGHNA RIVER. THE HELILIFT OF A BATTALION OF INDIAN TROOPS TO THE OUTSKIRTS OF SYLHET WAS
THE FIRST HELI- BORNE OPERATION OF THE INDIAN ARMY. A MI4 HELICOPTER, PAINTED IN CAMOUFLAGE
COLOURS, IS DISPLAYED AT THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM.
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$-55 HELICOPTER
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BETWEEN 1954 AND 1957, THE INDIAN AIR FORCE TOOK DELIVERY OF THREE SIKORSKY S-55™ AND
TWO S-55C AIRCRAFT. THESE WERE THE EARLIEST HELICOPTER TYPES ACQUIRED BY THE IAF, WITH
SIKORSKY AIRCRAFT BEING THE FIRST MANUFACTURER TO SUPPORT THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE INDIAN
SUPPLY MISSION. WHILE THE S-55 HELICOPTERS THAT WERE OPERATED BY THE IAF HAVE LONG SINCE
BEEN RETIRED, AND MOST OF THEM LOST TO THE SPOILS OF TIME, AT LEAST ONE SHIP REMAINS: TAIL
NO IZ1590, WHICH CAN STILL BE VIEWED AT THE INDIAN AIR FORCE MUSEUM. THIS S-55 WAS AN EIGHT
TO TEN SEATER UTILITY HELICOPTER SUITABLE FOR CARGO MAIL, AIR RESCUE AND PASSENGERS. THIS
VERSATILE HELICOPTER WITH A CREW OF TWO WAS OFTEN UTILIZED FOR VVIP & VIP DUTIES. IN 1959 IT
WAS EXTENSIVELY USED FOR EVACUATION OF TIBETAN REFUGEES WHO HAD CROSSED INTO NEFA. IT WAS
ALSO EFFECTIVELY USED IN THE PLAINS DURING THE 1962 CHINESE AGGRESSION.
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WAR BOOTY CORNER

A SEPARATE CORNER INSIDE THE MUSEUM
HAS BEEN DEDICATED TO SHOWCASE THE WAR
TROPHIES CAPTURED DURING THE INDO PAK WARS
OF 1965 AND 1971.

THE CORNER HAS ON DISPLAY WRECKAGE OF
A SABRE JET, SHOT DOWN BY OUR PILOTS DURING
THE 1965 WAR.

IT ALSO HAS ON DISPLAY WRECKAGE OF TWO
TANKS AND FEW OTHER VEHICLES CAPTURED
DURING THE FAMOUS BATTLE OF LONGEWALA.
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THE CONSOLIDATED B-24 LIBERATOR WAS AN AMERICAN FOUR-ENGINE HEAVY BOMBER USED BY
THE UNITED STATES ARMY AIR FORCE (USAAF) AND OTHER ALLIED AIR FORCES DURING WORLD WAR
II. WHEN INDIA GAINED INDEPENDENCE IN 1947, 37 ABANDONED LIBERATORS WERE REFURBISHED
FOR THE INDIAN AIR FORCE AND SERVED UNTIL THEIR RETIREMENT IN 1968. IT IS TO THIS THAT
SEVEN OF THE REMAINING THIRTEEN B-24s OWE THEIR EXISTENCE. THIS LONG RANGE BOMBER WAS
EXTENSIVELY USED IN THE PACIFIC WAR THEATER AGAINST JAPAN DURING WORLD WAR-11. IAF USED
IT EXTENSIVELY FOR POLICE ACTION IN GOA, IN 1961 AND IN 1965 INDO-PAK CONFLICT FOR
MARITIME RECCE, SURVEILLANCE AND DROPPING FLARES AT NIGHT.
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APOLLO LUNAR MODULE
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A SCALE MODULE OF
EAGLE, THE LUNAR LANDING
MODULE OF APOLLO XI
SPACECRAFT IS DISPLAYED
INSIDE THE MAIN DISPLAY
HANGAR OF THE MUSEUM. THIS
MODULE CARRIED ASTRONAUTS
NEIL ARMSTRONG AND EDWIN
ALDRIN TO THE MOON ON 21
JULY 1969. THIS MODEL WAS
BUILT BY INDIAN CRAFT MEN
AND WAS PRESENTED BY THE
PEOPLE OF USA TO THE INDIAN
AIR FORCE MUSEUM.
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APOLLO LUNAR MODULE

A scale module of 'EAGLE' the lunar landingmodule of Apollo XI spacecraft.
This module carried astronauts Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin to the moon
on 21 July 1969 This model was built by Indian crafts men and was presented
by the people of USA to the Indian Air Force Museum,
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FORD SALOON CAR

THE VINTAGE FORD CAR (1967 MODEL), MANUFACTURED BY FORD CAR COMPANY OF USA, WAS
INDUCTED INTO INDIAN AIR FORCE ON 30 JULY 1969. THIS CAR HAD THE DISTINCTION OF CARRYING
AIR CHIEF MARSHAL PC LAL, DFC IN 1969 AND SUBSEQUENT AIR CHIEFS TILL 1992. AIR CHIEF MARSHAL
NC SURI PVSM AVSM VM ADC PRESENTED THIS CAR TO AIR FORCE MUSEUM ON 10 JUN 1993.
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e spirit of the IAF during
a yaung and brave symbol of the IAF's unwavering
ending the nation.

A BUST OF FLYING OFFICER NIRMAL JIT
SINGH SEKHON PVC, ALONG WITH A GNAT
FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, IS PLACED IN THE MUSEUM
IN THE HONOUR OF LATE FLYING OFFICER NIRMAL
JIT SINGH SEKHON PVC. DISREGARDING
PERSONAL SAFETY AND MORTAL DANGER IN
DEFENCE OF THE MOTHERLAND HE LAID DOWN
HIS LIFE AFTER DESTROYING TWO PAKISTANI
SABER AIRCRAFT DURING THE 1971 INDO-PAK
WAR. THE SUBLIME HEROISM, SUPREME
GALLANTRY, COOL DETERMINATION AND FLYING
SKILL DISPLAYED BY FG6 OFFR SEKHON IN THE
FACE OF DEATH, GAVE NEW HEIGHTS TO IAF
TRADITIONS. HE WAS AWARDED THE PARAM VIR
CHAKRA POSTHUMOUSLY.
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PAKISTANI SABRE JET

THE PAI(ISTAN AIR FORCE ACQUIRED 75 SABRE MK 6 AIRCRAFT FROM GERMANY VIA IRAN IN 1966.
THIS VERSION WAS THE MOST CAPABLE VERSION OF THE SABRE AIRCRAFT AND WAS DEPLOYED BY
PAKISTAN'S 14 SQUADRON AT TEZGAON, DACCA DURING THE 1971 CONFLICT WITH INDIA. THE IAF SHOT
DOWN FIVE SABRES IN THE AIR AND DESTROYED ONE ON THE GROUND. AFTER PAKISTAN SURRENDERED,
THE IAF CAPTURED 11 OF THESE SABRES AT TEZGAON AIRPORT AND HANDED THEM OVER TO THE NASCENT
BANGLADESH AIR FORCE ON 17 DECEMBER 1971. ATTEMPTS TO DESTROY THESE AIRCRAFT BEFORE CAPTURE
BY THE PAF CAN BE SEEN BY IMPACTS OF AXES AND BAYONETS MARKED BY RED CIRCLES. THIS AIRCRAFT
WAS GIFTED TO THE IAF BY THE BANGLADESH AIR FORCE ON THE OCCASION OF 50™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
INDO-PAK WAR OF 1971, WHICH LED TO THE LIBERATION OF BANGLADESH. THIS PARTICULAR AIRCRAFT
SERIAL NUMBER 53-1606 WAS ON DISPLAY FOR MANY YEARS AT THE CHITTAGONG AIR FORCE BASE OF THE
BANGLADESH AIR FORCE.
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A SINGLE SEAT FIGHTER OR FIGHTER BOMBER. IT SERVED
WITH GREAT DISTINCTION IN BOTH 1965 & 1971 INDO PAK
CONFLICTS. IT WAS NICKNAMED “"SABRE KILLER" AFTER THE 1965
WAR. THE ONLY PVC OF THE IAF WAS AWARDED TO A GNAT PILOT
FG OFFR NIRMAL JIT SINGH SEKHON ON 14 DEC 71. THE INDIAN
VERSION OF GNAT IS NAMED AJEET. THERE ARE THREE GNAT
AIRCRAFT DISPLAYED AT THE MUSEUM - TWO INSIDE THE MAIN
HANGAR AND ONE AT THE ENTRANCE OF THE MUSEUM.
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HUNTER

IN 1954, INDIA ARRANGED TO PURCHASE HUNTERS AS A PART OF A WIDER ARMS DEAL WITH BRITAIN,
ORDERING 140 HUNTER SINGLE-SEAT FIGHTERS. THE INDIAN AIR FORCE (IAF) WAS THE FIRST TO OPERATE THE
HUNTER T-66 TRAINERS, PLACING AN INITIAL ORDER IN 1957. THE HUNTER WAS TO PLAY A MAJOR ROLE DURING
THE INDO-PAKISTANI WAR OF 1965, ALONG WITH THE GNAT, THE HUNTER WAS INDIA'S PRIMARY AIR DEFENCE
FIGHTER, AND REGULARLY ENGAGED IN DOGFIGHTS WITH THE PAKISTANI F-86 SABRES AND F-104 STARFIGHTERS.
IAF HUNTERS PERFORMED EXTENSIVE OPERATIONS DURING THE INDO-PAKISTANI WAR OF 1971, INDIA HAD SIX
COMBAT-READY SQUADRONS OF HUNTERS AT THE START OF THE CONFLICT. PAKISTANI INFANTRY AND ARMOURED
FORCES ATTACKED THE INDIAN OUTPOST OF LONGEWALA IN AN EVENT NOW KNOWN AS THE BATTLE OF
LONGEWALA. SIX IAF HUNTERS STATIONED AT JAISALMER AIR FORCE BASE WERE ABLE TO HALT THE PAKISTANI
ADVANCE AT LONGEWALA BY CONDUCTING NON-STOP BOMBING RAIDS. THE AIRCRAFT ATTACKED PAKISTANI
TANKS, ARMOURED PERSONNEL CARRIERS, GUN POSITIONS AND CONTRIBUTED TO THE INCREASINGLY CHAOTIC
BATTLEFIELD CONDITIONS, WHICH ULTIMATELY LED TO THE RETREAT OF PAKISTAN'S GROUND FORCES. HUNTERS
WERE ALSO USED FOR MANY GROUND-ATTACK MISSIONS AND RAIDS INSIDE PAKISTAN'S BORDERS, SUCH AS THE
HIGH-PROFILE BOMBING OF THE ATTOCK OIL REFINERV TO LIMIT PAKISTANI FUEL SUPPLIES
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A JAPANESE "OHKA" MISSILE IS ALSO ON DISPLAY INSIDE THE MAIN HANGAR OF THE AIR FORCE
MUSEUM. THE OHKA (CHERRY BLOSSOM) MODEL-II WAS NORMALLY CARRIED SEMI EXTERNALLY IN THE
BOMB BAY OF A MITSUBISHI 6-4 M-2, LAUNCHED IN PROXIMITY OF THE TARGET IT WAS GUIDED ONTO
THE TARGET AT A SPEED OF 650 KMPH. THIS MISSILE SANK 34 AND DAMAGED 228 US SHIPS IN THE
PACIFIC. THE MISSILE ON DISPLAY IS ONE OF THE VERY FEW REMAINING ALL OVER THE WORLD TODAY.
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WESTLAND WAPITI

THE WAPITI, NAMED AFTER THE WAPITI OR ELK, ONE OF THE LARGEST DEER SPECIES WAS THE
FIRST AIRCRAFT USED BY THE INDIAN AIR FORCE FOR TRAINING PIONEERS. IT SERVED WITH THE INDIAN
AIR FORCE FROM 1933 TO 1942. DURING THE INITIAL YEARS OF WORLD WAR II, THE WAPITI PLAYED A
CRUCIAL ROLE IN VARIOUS MISSIONS, INCLUDING CONVOY ESCORT, ANTI-SUBMARINE PATROL,
RECONNAISSANCE, CLOSE SUPPORT STRAFING, AND BOMBING. KNOWN AS THE "OLD WORK HORSE," IT
EARNED A REPUTATION FOR ITS VERSATILITY AND RELIABILITY. TODAY, THE WAPITI DISPLAYED AT THE
AIR FORCE MUSEUM (K-813) IS THE LAST REMAINING EXAMPLE OF THIS AIRCRAFT IN THE WORLD.
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THE SUPER MARINE SPITFIRE IS A BRITISH SINGLE-SEAT FIGHTER AIRCRAFT USED BY THE ROYAL
AIR FORCE AND OTHER ALLIED COUNTRIES BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER WORLD WAR II. CONSIDERED AS
ONE OF THE GREATEST AIRCRAFT EVER BUILT, IT GAINED IMMORTALITY IN THE SKIES DURING THE
BATTLE OF BRITAIN IN WORLD WAR II. IT WAS EFFECTIVELY EMPLOYED IN PUSHING THE JAPANESE
FORCES OUT OF INDIA & BURMA. IT TOOK PART IN THE VICTORY DAY FLY PAST IN DELHI AND WAS USED
IN THE KASHMIR OPERATION. THE SPITFIRE AIRCRAFT ON DISPLAY INSIDE THE HANGAR IS A MK XVIII




DAKOTA
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THE DAKOTA WAS INDUCTED IN 12 SQUADRON TOWARDS THE END OF 1946. THEY RENDERED
INVALUABLE SERVICE DURING THE 1947 KASHMIR OPERATIONS, BY LIFTING A RECORD NUMBER OF TROOPS
TO SRINAGAR IN A RECORD TIME ON 27 OCT 1947, AND ALSO TOWARDS THE EVACUATION OF THOUSANDS
OF DISPLACED REFUGEES. THESE WERE SUCCESSFULLY USED DURING THE 1962 CHINESE AGRESSION AND
THE 1965 INDO- PAK CONFLICT. DURING THE 1971 INDO-PAK WAR, THEY TOOK PART IN THE FAMOUS
TANGAIL PARADROP IN BANGLADESH.
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MEDALS & BADGES
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RIGHT AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE HISTORY GALLERY LIES THE
DISPLAY DEDICATED TO THE
BADGES & BREVET WORN BY THE
RIAF PERSONAL. IT ALSO HAS ON
DISPLAY FEW MEDALS LIKE THE
AFC, DFC & DFM. HERE THE
VISITORS CAN SEE THE ORIGINAL
INK SIGNED APPROVAL
PARCHMENTS OF RIAF CREST, RIAF
WING & CAP BADGE, SIGNED BY
KING GEORGE VI. THE IAF WAS
AWARDED THE PREFIX OF "ROYAL"
IN THE YEAR 1945, BY THE KING OF
ENGLAND IN RECOGNITION OF THE
BRAVERY DISPLAYED BY THE IAF
PERSONNEL DURING THE SECOND
WORLD WAR.




UNIFORMS

VISITORS CAN SEE VARIOUS UNIFORMS WORN BY AIR FORCE PERSONNEL OVER THE YEARS SINCE
ITS INCEPTION IN 1932 THE UNIFORMS DISPLAY SECTION SET UP INSIDE THE HISTORY GALLEY. ONE CAN
WITNESS THE EVOLUTION OF THE VARIOUS UNIFORMS OVER THE YEARS FROM THE RIAF DAYS TO THE
MODERN ERA UNIFORMS, INCLUDING THE "KHAKHI" UNIFORMS WORN BY THE IAF PERSONNEL TILL 1990.
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A LARGE 3D DIORAMA HAS
BEEN SET UP INSIDE THE
HISTORY GALLERY, DEPICTING
THE FAMOUS BATTLE OF
LONGEWALA OF 1971 INDO PAK
WAR. THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE
FAMOUS RADIO CALL INTERCEPT,
MADE BY A PAKISTANI SOLDIER
IN PANIC, DESCRIBING THE
HAVOC CREATED BY THE IAF
HUNTER AIRCRAFT OVER
LONGEWALA, IS ALSO ON A
DISPLAY. PILOTS OF OcCU
DESTROYED MORE THAN 37
TANKS OF THE ENEMY AT
LONGEWALA THAT DAY, THEREBY
ENSURING THE FAILURE OF ONE
OF THE MOST AMBITIOUS PLANS
OF PAKISTANI ARMY.

An enemy intercept by our Army showed the dwindling morale of the Pakistani armour,
indicating 40% casualties in troops and material, and an SOS cry for close Air Support,
without which armour advance was deemed impossible, the said intercept is quoted below:

"DUSHMAN KE HAWAI FAUJ NE NAK ME DAM KAR DIYA HAI
EK HAWAI JAHAZ JATA HAI AUR DOOSRA AATA HAI AUR BEES BEES MINUTE
OOPER NACHTA HAI CHALIS FISADI FAUJ AND SAMAN HALLAK AUR TABAH |
HO CHUKA HAI AGEY JANA TO KYA PECHE MURNA BE MUSHKAL HO GAYA HAI |
JALDI HAWAI FAUJ MADAD KE LIYE BHEJO WARNA VAPAS MURNA NAMUMKIN HAI" |
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PERSONAL ITEMS OF THE PAKISTANI POW
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A DISPLAY HAS BEEN SET UP
INSIDE THE HISTORY GALLERY, WHICH
HAS ON DISPLAY FEW PERSONAL
ARTEFACTS, RECOVERED FROM A
PAKISTANI POW. THE VISITORS CAN
SEE THE OATH PARCHMENT, SOLDIER'S
PAY BOOK, PAKISTANI CURRENCY,
IDENTIFICATION DISC, PERSONAL
DIARY, AIRCRAFT DOCUMENTS, ETC.
IN THIS SECTION.
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TIME CAPSULES

THERE ARE THREE TIME CAPSULES, WHICH HAVE ENCLOSED IN THEM THE RECORDS OF THE
GOLDEN JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF THE IAF (09 Oct 81-08 OCT 82), DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
OF THE IAF (09 Oct 91-08 Oct 92) AND THE PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS OF THE IAF (09 Ocr

2006-08 OCT 2007). ALL THESE TIME CAPSULES ARE TO BE OPENED DURING THE CENTENARY
CELEBRATIONS OF THE IAF ON 08 OCT 2032.

“ 10 BE OPENED ON THE




PHILATELY CORNER
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AT THE END OF THE HISTORY GALLERY LAYS THE PHILATELY CORNER. THIS SECTION HAS ON
DISPLAY FEW OF THE STAMPS & FIRST DAYS COVERS, WHICH WERE DEDICATED AND LAUNCHED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF POST, GOVT OF INDIA, TO COMMEMORATE MAJOR MILESTONES IN THE HISTORY OF THE
IAF. THE VISITORS CAN SEE STAMPS & FIRST DAYS COVERS LAUNCHED ON THE OCCASION OF SILVER
JUBILEE OF IAF IN 1958, 60 YEARS OF NO. 1 SQUADRON IN 1993, 50 YEARS OF 1971 WAR, ETC.

|

S R it o v

% " TIGERS OF THE SKY

30



SOUVENIR SHOP

THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM
HAS A WELL STOCKED SOUVENIR
SHOP, WHERE THE VISITORS CAN
PICK UP AVIATION AND AIR
FORCE RELATED SOUVENIRS SUCH
AS AIRCRAFT MODELS, PATCHES,
MAGNETS, AVIATION JEWELLERY,
ETC. A VISIT TO THE MUSEUM IS
INCOMPLETE WITHOUT A VISIT
TO THE SHOP TO PICK UP
SOUVENIRS TO REMIND THEM
ABOUT THE AIR FORCE MUSEUM.



LONGEWALA LOUNGE

A WORLD CLASS AIR CONDITIONED CAFETERIA, WITH A OPEN SIT OUT, IS LOCATED INSIDE THE
MUSEUM. THE CAFETERIA HAS A SITTING CAPACITY OF APPROXIMATELY 40 PEOPLE. AFTER A LONG AND
EXHAUSTING TOUR OF THE MUSEUM, THE VISITORS CAN ENJOY HOT AND SUMPTUOUS SNACKS AT THE
LONGEWALA LOUNGE.
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